Docs can be eftective lobbyists
for healthcare policies: Soubry
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Chennai: British doctors
hang their coats bricfly toraise
theirvoice and UK healthmin-
ister Anna Soubry loves it
Medlical professionals should
be the biggest lobbyists for
driving effective healthcare
policles, she said.

A few menths ago, doctors
in the UK wrote to their prime
minister against indiscrimi-
nate closure of accident and
emergency units. In Decem-
berthey convinced the govern-
ment that increasing alcohol
price would bring down health
problems and now they are de-
manding that the government
decriminalise drug abuse,

“Weas politicians think we
should make policies and allot
funds. But when it comes o
health, it's doctors who pro-
videthemost valuable point of
view." she said. A few months
ago, shewasn't very convinted
about having a minimum unit
priceforalcohol.

1 thought it would affect
maoderate drinkers. 1 didn't
want them to pay mare. But
when a group of doctors came
intn my office and told me
about the number of patients
they see with liver failure ev-
erydayand how drinkingeven
in moderation wasn't safe, |
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had toagree,” shesaid

She said she would not tell
the Indian government about
the policies it would have to
adopt but said it could learn
from themistakes the National
Health Services made, the
challengesfaced and successes
achieved,

‘Welcoming healthcare pro-
fessionalstocometothe UK for
training, she said her country
was keen on sending nurses to
India, particularly Kerala,
*Ournursesareextremelyeffi
cient but suddenly we are be-
ginning to feel they somehow
don’thold handsorwipebrows
any more. This is what nurses.
from Kerala are extremely
good at. We want to know if it's
apartof trainingor if they are
naturally inclined,” shesaid,

‘Raise profile
of diabetes
to create
awareness’

Chennai: Doctors  should
work to raise the profile of dia-
betes to help create awareness
and get funds for prevention,
management and research of
the disease, UK health minis-
ter Anna Soubry has sald.

She was speaking at the in-
auguration of the Indo-British
diabetes summit on Friday
amid doctors, healthcare pro-
fessionals and government of
ficials. “Diabetes is a serious
problem butwearen'tdoingev-
erything we must. We don't
spend enough money on the
disease, If you use such meet-
ings to raise the profile of the
disease, we will overcome sev-
eral hurdles,” she said.

Earlier, principal health
secretary  Keshav Desiraju
said the government had in-
creased funds for healthcare in
the 12 five year recognizing
the increasing incidence of Life-
stylerelated diseases, includ-
ing diabetes, mw



