India, UK Set to Seal Health Deal

The agreement likely to be signed during the visit: of British Prime Minister David Cameron

Express News Service

Chennai: India is likely to
sign a comprehensive Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(Mol) with the United
Kingdom (the UK) for coop-
eration on various avenues
of the health sector, Union
Additional Health Secretary,
Keshav Desiraju, said here
on Friday.

Addressing a press meet
along with the UK Minister
of Health Anna Soubry, on
the sidelines of a UK-India
diabetes summit, he said the
Mol would focus on dealing
with health issues suchras a
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host of non:
diseases, including diabetes,
primary healthcare, ex-
change of professionals and
collaborative research.

The agreement is likely to
be signed during the next
visit of UK Prime Minister
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David Cameron to India.
Likewise, a parallel agree-
ment between the National
Institute of Clinical Excel-
lence and Indian Council for
Medical Research is also

likely to be penned.
Desiraju said while
screening of diabetes was
happening on a large scale
in India, there were ques-
tions on the follow up being

done. One of the privary
issues faced in this regard
was inadequate numbiei of
trained personnel to iiter-
vene in places where if is
necessary. “We have to daie

screened more than 1 crore
people in a national pro-
gramme to identify those
with diabetes. When we tell
large number of people, who
had earlier not known about
their condition, that they
have diabetes, we should
also be providing them with
the help to manage it. At the
moment, what we have is
inadequate in terms of in-
frastructure such as trained
personnel,” he said.
Desiraju said that there
was also an issue of unavail-
ability of enough doctors
who would want to work in
the rural areas. “We have to
persuade the States to look
at options to get doctors and
other to the villages,” he
pointed out. On incentives
that could be provided to
induce the private sector to
serve in the rural areas, he
said in such a scenario, a

comprehensive regulatory
mechanism had to be devel
oped. However, he noted
that the 12th plan had con-
siderably increased alloca-
tion to the health sector and
fighting non-communicable
diseases was a major part.
While stating that techno-
logically, India was now
quite superior compared to
UKin the health sector, Sou-
bry said there was much
that could be shared be-
tween the two countries.
“India, especially TN and
Kerala produce some of the
best nurses in the world. We
would like to exchange fac-
ulty and students from here
so that we could understand
what makes them the best,”
she said. On the other hand,
Britain's concept of special-
ised community nursing
could be something that In-
dia could take a leaf out of.



